PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 

AMIN & TUROCY, LLP 

Attn. Amin, Himanshu 

iruu tasi 3tn .street. 

24th Floor, National City Center 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Rule 44.1) 


Date of mailing 

(day/month/year) 02/09/2002 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 

MS150900.14 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 


International application No. 

PCT/US 01/08710 


International filing date 
(day/month/year) ! 6/03/2001 


Applicant 

MICROSOFT CORPORATION et al . 



1- |"X] The applicant is hereby notified that the International Search Report has been established and is transmitted herewith. 
Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19: 

The applicant is entitled, if he so wishes, to amend the claims of the International Application (see Rule 46): 

When? The time limit for filing such amendments is normally 2 months from the date of transmittal of the 
International Search Report; however, for more details, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1 21 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
Fascimile No.: (41 -22) 740.14.35 

For more detailed instructions, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

2. I I The applicant is hereby notified that no International Search Report will be established and that the declaration under 
1 — 1 Article 1 7(2)(a) to that effect is transmitted herewith. 

3. Q With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fee(s) under Rule 40.2, the applicant is notified that: 

I I the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the International Bureau together with the 
' — 1 applicant's request to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 

f | no decision has been made yet on the protest; the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 

4. Further action(s): The applicant is reminded of the following: 

Shortly after 18 months from the priority date, the international application will be published by the International Bureau. 
If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the international application, or of the 
priority claim, must reach the International Bureau as provided in Rules 90b/s.1 and 90o;s.3, respectively, before the 
completion of the tfphncaT ; «w*4iprr: jo, 'niernational publication. 

Within 19 months frdhVAsapr^ jtj£dai - -mand'Tor international preliminary examination must be filed if the applicant 
wishes to postpone the entry intonh^alferial^hase until 30 months from the priority date (in some Offices even later). 

Within 20 months from the priority date, the applicant must perform the prescribed acts for entry into the national phase 
before all designated Offices which have not been elected in the demand or in a later election within 19 months from the 
priority date or could not be elected because they are not bound by Chapter II. 
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Authorized officer 
Roger Thomas 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/IS A/220 



These Notes are intended to give the basic instructions concerning the filing of amendments under article 19. The 
Notes are based on the requirements of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative Instructions 
under that Treaty. In case of discrepancy between these Notes and those requirements, the latter are applicable. For more 
detailed information, see also the PCT Applicant's Guide, a publication of WIPO. 

In these Notes, "Article", "Rule", and "Section" refer to the provisions of the PCT, the PCT Regulations and the PCT 
Administrative Instructions, respectively. 



INSTRUCTIONS CONCERNING AMENDMENTS UNDER ARTICLE 19 



The applicant has, after having received the international search report, one opportunity to amend the claims of the 
international application. It should however be emphasized that, since all parts of the international application (claims, 
description and drawings) may be amended during the international preliminary examination procedure, there is usually 
no need to file amendments of the claims under Article 1 9 except where, e.g. the applicant wants the latter to be published 
for the purposes of provisional protection or has another reason for amending the claims before international publication. 
Furthermore, it should be emphasized that provisional protection is available in some States only. 



What parts of the international application may be amended? 

Under Article 19, only the claims may be amended. 

During the international phase, the claims may also be amended (or further amended) under Article 34 before 
the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The description and drawings may only be amended under 
Article 34 before the International Examining Authority. 

Upon entry into the national phase, all parts of the international application may be amended under Article 28 
or, where applicable. Article 41 . 



When? Within 2 months from the date of transmittal of the international search report or 16 months from the priority 

date, whichever time limit expires later. It should be noted, however, that the amendments will be considered 
as having been received on time if they are received by the International Bureau after the expiration of the 
applicable time limit but before the completion of the technical preparations for international publication 
(Rule 46.1). 



Where not to file the amendments? 

The amendments may only be filed with the International Bureau and not with the receiving Office or the 
International Searching Authority (Rule 46.2). 

Where a demand for international preliminary examination has been/is filed, see below. 



How? Either by cancelling one or more entire claims, by adding one or more new claims or by amending the text of 

one or more of the claims as filed. 

A replacement sheet must be submitted for each sheet of the claims which, on account of an amendment or 
amendments, differs from the sheet originally filed. 

AH the claims appearing on a replacement sheet must be numbered in Arabic numerals. Where a claim is 
cancelled, no renumbering of the other claims is required. In all cases where claims are renumbered, they must 
be renumbered consecutively (Administrative Instructions, Section 205(b)). 

The amendments must be made in the language in which the international application is to be published. 



What documents must/may accompany the amendments? 
Letter (Section 205(b)): 

The amendments must be submitted with a letter. 

The letter will not be published with the international application and the amended claims. It should not be 
confused with the "Statement under Article 19(1)' (see below, under "Statement under Article 19(1)"). 

The letter must be in English or French, at the choice of the applicant. However, if the language of the 
international application is English, the letter must be in English; if the language of the international application 
is French, the letter must be in French. 
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NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA/220 (continued) 



The letter must indicate the differences between the claims as filed and the claims as amended. It must, in 
particular, indicate, in connection with each claim appearing in the international application (it being understood 
that identical indications concerning several claims may be grouped) .whether 

(i) the claim is unchanged; 

(ii) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the claim is new; 

(iv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed. 



The following examples illustrate the manner in which amendments must be explained in the 
accompanying letter: 

1 . [Where originally there were 48 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 51]: 
■Claims 1 to 29. 31 , 32, 34, 35, 37 to 48 replaced by amended claims bearing the same numbers; 
claims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new claims 49 to 51 added." 

2. [Where originally there were 1 5 claims and after amendment of all claims there are 1 1]: 
"Claims 1 to 1 5 replaced by amended claims 1 to 1 1 ." 

3. [Where originally there were 1 4 claims and the amendments consist in cancelling some claims and in adding 
new claims]: 

"Claims 1 to 6 and 1 4 unchanged; claims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new claims 1 5. 1 6 and 1 7 added." or 
"Claims 7 to 1 3 cancelled; new claims 15,16 and 1 7 added; all other claims unchanged." 

4. [Where various kinds of amendments are made]: 

"Claims 1-10 unchanged; claims 1 1 to 13, 18 and 19 cancelled; claims 14, 15 and 16 replaced by amended 
claim 1 4; claim 1 7 subdivided into amended claims 1 5, 1 6 and 1 7; new claims 20 and 21 added." 



"Statement under article 19(1)" (Rule 46.4) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a statement explaining the amendments and indicating any impact 
that such amendments might have on the description and the drawings (which cannot be amended under 
Article 19(1)). 

The statement will be published with the international application and the amended claims. 
It must be in the language in which the international application is to be published. 
It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English. 

It should not be confused with and does not replace the letter indicating the differences between the claims 
as filed and as amended. It must be filed on a separate sheet and must be identified as such by a heading, 
preferably by using the words "Statement under Article 1 9(1 )." 

It may not contain any disparaging comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
contained in that report. Reference to citations, relevant to a given claim, contained in the international search 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that claim. 



Consequence if a demand for international preliminary examination has already been filed 

If, at the time of filing any amendments and any accompanying statement, under Article 19, a demand for 
international preliminary examination has already been submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the time of 
filing the amendments (and any statement ) with the International Bureau, also file with the International 
Preliminary Examining Authority a copy of such amendments (and of any statement) and, where required, a 
translation of such amendments for the procedure before that Authority (see Rules 55.3(a) and 62.2, first 
sentence). For further information, see the Notes to the demand form (PCT/IPEA/401 ). 



Consequence with regard to translation of the international application for entry into the national phase 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that, upon entry into the national phase, a translation of the 
claims as amended under Article 1 9 may have to be furnished to the designated/elected Offices, instead of, or 
in addition to, the translation of the claims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each designated/elected Office, see Volume II of the PCT Applicant's 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

(PCT Article 1 8 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

MS150900.14 


FOR FURTHER see Notification of Transmittal of International Search Report 
ACTION (F ° rm PCT/ISA/220) as we " as - wnere applicable, item 5 below. 


International application No. 
PCT/ US 01/08710 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

16/03/2001 


(Earliest) Priority Date (day/month/year) 

16/03/2000 



MICROSOFT CORPORATION et al . 



This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 07 sheets. 

[X| It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 

1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

I | the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
1 Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

b. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 
was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 

the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



With regard to the title, 

[X] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

| | the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



With regard to the abstract, 

|Xj the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

I I the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
1 — 1 within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. J_ 



PH as suggested by the applicant. Q None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 
| | because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/US 01/08710 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article I7(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. [^] Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



• CZ! Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 



. \^\ Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

see additional sheet 

1 ' H ^ a " required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all 

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee. this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report 

1 1 covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest j^J The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

| X| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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International Application No. PCT/US 01/08710 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-33,52-55 

assigning priorities to messages with a classifier 

2. Claims: 34-51 

establishing an economic rule for deciding whether a message 
should be reviewed 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



PCT/US 01/08710 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 G06F 17/30 G06F17/60 H04L12/58 



(tPC) or lo bolh naiional classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included ir 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where pra 

EPO-Internal , WPI Data, INSPEC, C0MPENDEX, IBM-TDB 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Citation of document, with indication. 4 



Relevant to daim No. 



W0 99 67731 A (MICROSOFT CORP) 

29 December 1999 (1999-12-29) 

page 10, line 10 -page 13, line 14 

page 37, line 25 -page 38, line 16; figure 

2 



"Learning Rules that classify 



COHEN W W: 
E-mai 1 " 

MACHINE LEARNING IN INFORMATION ACCESS, 
PAPERS FROM THE AAA I SYMPOSIUM, TECHNICAL 
REPORT, XX, XX, 

1 May 1996 (1996-05-01), pages 
1-8, INTERNETC, XP002081149 
the whole document 

-/-- 



1-33, 
52-55 



1-33, 
52-55 



j X | Furlh er documents are listed in the continuation of tx 



|X | Patent family members are listed 



Special categories of cited documents : 

V document defining the general state of the art w 

considered to be of particular relevance 
"E" earlier document but published on or after the 
filing date 

which may throw doubts on priority daim(s) or 
is cited to establish the publication date of another 
n or other special reason (as specified) 
'O* document referring to an oral disclosure, u 

P" document published prior lo the in 
" "■— the priority date -*-■- 



T* later document published after the international filing date 
or priority dale and not In conflict with the application but 
id the principle or theory underlying the 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



22 August 2002 



claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken al 



re other such docu- 

ments^such combination being obvious to a person sWDed 

er of the same patent family 



Fax (+31-70) 340-3016 
m PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1992) 



02/09/2002 



Platzer, C 



page 1 of 4 
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C .(Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Citation of document, with indication.w 



re appropriate, ol the re 



BOONE G: "CONCEPT FEATURES IN RE: AGENT, 
AN INTELLIGENT EMAIL AGENT" 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE 2ND INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON AUTONOMOUS AGENTS 
MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL, MN, MAY 9 - 13, 1998, 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON AUTONOMOUS AGENTS, NEW YORK, 
NY: ACM, US, 

9 May 1998 (1998-05-09), pages 141-148, 
XP000887407 
ISBN: 0-89791-983-1 

page 49, left-hand column, paragraph 2 
-right-hand column, paragraph 3 
abstract 

TAKKINEN J ET AL: "CAFE: A CONCEPTUAL 
MODEL FOR MANAGING INFORMATION IN 
ELECTRONIC MAIL- 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL HAWAII 
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SYSTEM 
SCIENCES, XX, XX, 

1998, pages 44-53, XP000775829 
abstract 

page 179, right-hand column, last 
paragraph -page 180, left-hand column, 
paragraph 1 

page 181, left-hand column, last paragraph 
-page 181, right-hand column, paragraph 1 

MARX M ET AL: "CLUES: DYNAMIC 
PERSONALIZED MESSAGE FILTERING" 
CSCW '96. PROCEEDINGS OF THE ACM 1996 
CONFERENCE ON COMPUTER 

SUPPORTEDCOOPERATIVE WORK. BOSTON, NOV. 16 
- 20, 1996, ACM CONFERENCE ON COMPUTER 
SUPPORTED COOPERATIVE WORK, NEW YORK, NY: 
ACM, US, 

16 November 1996 (1996-11-16), pages 
113-121, XP000724416 
ISBN: 0-89791-765-0 
abstract 

page 114, left-hand column, last paragraph 
-page 114, right-hand column, paragraph 5 
page 113, left-hand column, paragraph 2 
-right-hand column, paragraph 2 

J.I. HELFMAN, C.L. ISBELL: "Ishmail: 
Immediate Identification of Important 
Information" 

INTERNET ARTICLE, 'Online! 1995, page 1-8 
XP002200192 

Retrieved from the Internet: 

<URL : http ://ci teseer . nj . nee . com/hel fman951 

shmail .html> 'retrieved on 2002-05-27! 

abstract 



-/- 



m PCT/ISA/210 (corrtinualion ol 



id sheet) (July 1992) 



page 2 of 



4 



International Application No 



PCT/US 01/08710 



4 



C(Contlnuatlon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 




Citation ot document, with indication.where appropriate, ot the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


A 


WO 99 41720 A (GENESYS TELECOMM LAB INC) 

19 August 1999 (1999-08-19) 

page 4, line 3 - line 13 

page 4, line 19 -page 5, line 2 

page 9, line 5 -page 10, line 21; figures 

3,4 


1-33, 
52-55 


A 


US 5 377 354 A (BARES PASCALE ET AL) 
27 December 1994 (1994-12-27) 
column 2, line 49 -column 3, line 11 




A 


EP 0 413 537 A (DIGITAL EQUIPMENT INT) 
20 February 1991 (1991-02-20) 
column 1, line 45 -column 2, line 3 
column 4, line 25 - line 48 
column 7, line 29 - line 34 




X 


LOSEE R M: "MINIMIZING INFORMATION 
OVERLOAD: THE RANKING OF ELECTRONIC 
MESSAGES" 

JOURNAL OF INFORMATION SCIENCE, XX, XX, 
vol. 15, 1989, pages 179-189, XP000775831 
ISSN: 1352-7460 
sbs tP3Ct 

page 179, right-hand column, last 
paragraph -page 180, left-hand column, 
paragraph 1 

page 181, left-hand column, last paragraph 
-page 181, right-hand column, paragraph 1 


34-51 


A 


BACLACE P E: "COMPETITIVE AGENTS FOR 
INFORMATION FILTERING- 
COMMUNICATIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR 
COMPUTING MACHINERY, ASSOCIATION FOR 
COMPUTING MACHINERY. NEW YORK, US, 
vol . 35, no. 12, 

1 December 1992 (1992-12-01), page 50 
XP000334366 
ISSN: 0001-0782 
the whole document 


34-51 


A 


IWAYAMA M ET AL: "Hierarchical Bayesian 
Clustering for automatic text 
classification" 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT 
CONFERENCE ON ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE, XX, 
XX, 

vol. 2, 20 August 1995 (1995-08-20), pages 
1322-1327, XP002116465 
the whole document 

-/-- 


34-51 
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C.(ConUnu.9tIon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 


Category" 


CHalion of document, with Indicatfon.where appropriate, ol the relevant passages 


Relevant to claim No. 


A 


WO 97 38382 A (BLOCK HANS ULRICH ; SIEMENS 
AG (DE); BRUECKNER THOMAS (DE)) 
16 October 1997 (1997-10-16) 
abstract 

page 3, line 4 -page 4, line 28 


34-51 



Forni PCT7ISA/210 (continuation of second shoe)) (July 1992) 

page 4 of 4 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



International Application No 

PCT/US 01/08710 



WO 9967731 



US 
EP 
WO 



6161130 A 
1090368 Al 
9967731 Al 



12-12-2000 
11-04-2001 
29-12-1999 



US 


6044146 A 


28 


03 


-2000 


AU 


741437 B2 


29 


•11 


-2001 


AU 


2595499 A 


30- 


08- 


-1999 


CA 


2320989 Al 


19- 


08- 


1999 


CN 


1293798 T 


02- 


05- 


2001 


EP 


1064630 Al 


03- 


01- 


2001 


JP 


2002503903 T 


05- 


02- 


2002 


US 


6263066 Bl 


17- 


07- 


2001 


WO 


9941720 Al 


19- 


08- 


1999 


US 


6157655 A 


05- 


12- 


2000 



US 5377354 


A 


27-12-1994 


DE 


69020457 Dl 


03-08-1995 








DE 


69020457 T2 


14-03-1996 








EP 


0413537 A2 


20-02-1991 








IE 


902946 Al 


27-02-1991 


EP 0413537 


A 


20-02-1991 


DE 


69020457 Dl 


03-08-1995 








DE 


69020457 T2 


14-03-1996 








EP 


0413537 A2 


20-02-1991 








IE 


902946 Al 


27-02-1991 








US 


5377354 A 


27-12-1994 


WO 9738382 


A 


16-10-1997 


WO 


9738382 Al 


16-10-1997 








DE 


59701176 Dl 


06-04-2000 








EP 


0891593 Al 


20-01-1999 








JP 


2000509173 T 


18-07-2000 








US 


6295543 Bl 


25-09-2001 



Form PCT/1SA/210 (patera lamily annex) (July 1992) 



